THE  LETTERS  OF  KING  HENRY  VIH

with heart and deed been ready at our call, to defend both us and
themselves.

And now, for our part; as to your demands, we let you wit
that pardon of such things as ye demand lieth only in the will
and pleasure of the Prince; but it seemeth, by your lewd pro-
clamations and safe-conducts, that there be amongst you which
take upon them both the King's and Councillors' parts, which
neither yet by us, nor by consent of the realm, hath been admitted
to any such room.   What arrogancy, then, is in those wretches,
(being also of none experience) to presume to raise you, our
subjects, without commission or authority, yea, and against us,
under a cloaked colour of your wealth, and in our name, and,
as the success will declare, (we being no more merciful than ye
yet hitherto do deserve) to your utter confusions?    Wherefore
we let you wit, ye, our subjects of Yorkshire, that were it not
that our princely heart cannot reckon this your shameful insur-
rection and unnatural rebellion to be done of malice or rancour,
but rather by a lightness given in a manner by a naughty nature
to a commonalty, and a wondrous sudden surreption of gentle-
men; we must needs have executed another manner of punish-
ment, than (ye humbly knowledging your fault and submitting
your selves to our mercy) we intend to do.   And to the intent
that ye shall all know that our princely heart rather embraceth
(of his own disposition) pity and compassion of his offending
subjects, than will to be revenged of their naughty deeds; we
are contented, if we may see and perceive in you all a sorrowful-
ness for your offences, and will henceforth to do no more so,
nor to believe so lewd and naughty tales or reports of your most
kind and loving Prince and his Council, to grant unto you all
our Letters Patents of pardon for this rebellion; so that ye will
deliver unto us ten such of the ringleaders and provokers of you
to this rebellion as we shall assign to you and appoint* Now, note
the benignity of your Prince.   Now note how easily ye may have
pardon, both gentlemen and other, if ye list.    Now note how
effusion of blood rnay be eschewed.   Now note what this little
while of your rebellion hath hindered yourselves and country.
Now learn, by a little lack, to eschew a worse.   Now learn, by
this small warning, to keep you true men.   Thus I, as your head,